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Bonaparte, who had arrived on the spot, ordered his
troops to fall back. He assembled them at the bivouac
of the preceding night, south of Rochetta Cairo, where
he organised a defensive position so as to be able to
resist in case the enemy should attack in his turn.

Such is a reconnaissance directed by Bonaparte and
by Massena under very difficult circumstances

1. Even to these ardent men, the conduct of troops
did not consist in lushing like a wild boar on the enemy.
You must act with full knowledge of the case,, and pro-
portion your aims and actions to your available means.
You must begin by reconnoitring.

2 In order to reconnoitre, one must compel the enemy
to show himself wherever he may be To this end, he
has to be attacked until his position and his front has
been clearly defined Hence several attacking columns
are necessary The attack, howevei, is made with the
intention not to bring on the action; therefore each
column will only supply, ahead of itself, some patrols,
some skirmisheis who will advance, fall back, easily
disengage themselves at a given moment The best
means are. mainly action from a distance, firing at the
longest range possible, always so acting as to exercise
pressure on the enemy without allowing oneself to be
tied up.

In the rear of the conibatant troops a number of mam
bodies were held ready to act as supporting troops (being
established 011 supporting points and on points where
there was observation for fire). The points of communi-
cation and assembly in the rear were also held (Bormida
crossing, village of Rochetta)

In any case, the day of the 13th was thrown away so
far as it concerned the development of Bonaparte's plan,
which was to march on Ceva It had been lost owing
to the resistance of Cossena (due to Augereau's delay),
and to the resistance of Dego, and as long as Cosseria
held out, Dego could not be attacked in force.

Two thousand men had been pushed on by Augereau
to Millesimo this was the only result attained on the
13th

Moreover, this army all concentrated round Cairo
lacked food

However, on the morning of the 14th, Provera surren-
dered, the road from Millesimo to Montezemolo, so